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It’s always difficult to know
where to start with my

Newsletter item and having
just presented the ‘Secre-
tary’s Annual Report’ – I feel
I’ve said it all!!  However, God
is gracious to us and our lives,
and the events in them, are an
everlasting story in which we
see primarily Love, Praise and
Worship to honour our Saviour.
Amongst the Praise comes
Thanks for the lives we live
out each day.  We had a unique

opportunity to acknowledge
this when there was a ‘clutch’
of anniversaries to celebrate
– the most notable of which
was Keith and Barbara Mug-
gleton who celebrated 60
years together as man and
wife – a Diamond Wedding An-
niversary – 17th March 1951.
Kevin & Lesley Muggleton and
Johnnie and myself celebrate
our anniversaries on the same
day – 20th March (although we
have been married slightly

longer!).  It was a special occa-
sion indeed when all three cou-
ples received prayer on that
morning.   I didn’t find out until
much later that Stuart Bur-
nett also celebrated his wed-
ding anniversary on the same
day.  I missed you on that
Sunday, Stuart – many con-
gratulations to you and your
wife.

Prior to marriage is a period of
getting to know each other and
acknowledging that you want

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK



 -2 -

to spend your lives together.  It gives me great
joy to announce through this Newsletter that
Chris Thacker and Lizzie Thorpe have become
engaged.  Many, many Congratulations Chris and
Lizzie.

In February Sue Steer led a service with the
theme of ‘Fruits of the Spirit’.  In addition to
the usual explanations regarding this important
and very famous passage in the Bible, we really
did taste the ‘fruits’ as we were encouraged to
eat different fruits whilst visiting various ‘sta-
tions’ at which we could read and ponder upon
the true meanings of each.

It was really lovely to see Claire and Tim Kear-
ney with their son Dillon at this same service.
Claire is the daughter of Doreen Gibbs and I’ve
known Claire since she was a young person in
our departments.  It was wonderful to see
them taking part in quite an unusual service.
Their young son Dillon, showed me how he could
play his guitar and Claire explained that all the

children at their church sit along the front
pews and ‘join in’ with the worship group for
one song chosen specially for young children
before they leave for their departments.  A
great idea!   Watch out – now that the AGM and
Annual Report is over and I can think straight
again – I will be suggesting something for the
children so that they feel part of the service
before leaving for their departments.  Pray for
this to happen:  pray that a small team can be
put together so that different people bring
their specific gifts to what we used to call a
‘SALT SPOT’ just prior to the children leaving.

It was a great privilege to receive Jonathan
Edwards at HBC and we followed up his sermon
with discussion at our Lifegroup (Nomads).  It
was interesting and challenging:

Jonathan’s text was Matthew 28 – v 19/20

We looked at this aspect by honestly answer-
ing some questions – these are set out below:
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ARE WE DOING WHAT JESUS WANTS US
TO DO?

· Are we too stressed out or busy to read
our bibles?

· Are we being snappy with people who
want our attention?

· Are we neglecting our family or
husband/wife?

· Are we only mixing with Christians?

· Are we taking every opportunity to let
people know that we are Christians?

· Are we fulfilling our wants and desires
rather than God’s?

ARE WE ENCOURAGING PEOPLE?

· Saying thank You

· Acknowledging other people’s gifts or
hard work

· Offering to Help (physical – money – time)

· Taking a real interest in what they are
doing

· Being Patient with people who want to
talk to you

· Tell them you are praying for them

ARE WE MISSIONARY DISCIPLES?

· Have we introduced someone to church
life recently?

· Have we mentioned church/Jesus when in
non-Christian company?

· Do we display, harsh or angry behaviour
to non-Christian people?

· Do we say unkind things behind people’
backs?

We are very privileged in Nomads (as I am
sure all those within a Lifegroup are) – we
know each other well, we can say honestly
what is on our heart and freely admit to not
understanding something without fear of feel-
ing silly.

It took us quite a while to work through these
questions and the ensuing discussion was live-
ly, interesting and helpful to different people
in different ways.  If you are not in a Life-
group, I would strongly recommend you join
one.  It’s almost like having an extra little
family within the larger family of the church.
I know that some people are reticent but
having spent about 20 years (unsuccessfully)
persuading Johnnie to join a

God did it for me!!  It
began with the 40 days of Purpose and our tiny
little group made a decision at the end of the
40 days to carry on meeting once a fortnight.
We number 15 now and yes, it’s a squeeze
sometimes as we meet in various homes (hence
the name Nomads), but we have an awful lot of
fun, fellowship and opportunity to learn from
each other’s knowledge of the Bible and expe-
riences of life.

At the AGM held in February we officially said
goodbye to Sue Payne as our Treasurer and
Ron Raine as her able assistant.  Both have

Prayers for our retiring Treasurer
and Assistant
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worked really hard for us all and we record our
thanks here.  Ron is a valued and valuable
member Nomads Lifegroup and we are all pray-
ing for him specifically and Betty and the
children as Ron prepares for major surgery
this week.  I will be ringing Ron on Tuesday to
see if they have a bed for him to enable him to
have the surgery on Wednesday, 30th March.
Please pray for him and the family.
We were also sorry to say goodbye to Matthew
Binder as a Deacon.  Matthew contributed a lot
to the Diaconate and we will miss him – thank
you Matthew.  We were delighted to receive
David Eves and Sue Steer onto the Diaconate
and to David’s appointment as Treasurer.
Please pray for them both as they begin to
make their contributions to the Diaconate.

At the AGM it was requested that we have Job
Descriptions for all of the Offices people hold
so that when there is a vacancy, a person
expressing an interest would have an idea of
what was involved.  This is a huge task and may
take quite a while but everyone should have
completed a Job Description before the end of
the year.   So, beware – I will be giving you a
form to fill in with the duties you do (or did do)
so that we can have all the information freely
available.  I do ask for your co-operation with
this task: I am quite willing to collate and
organise all the information, but, I can’t pro-
vide it all – if you hold a post I’m afraid  your
contribution is complete the form I’ll be giving
you.   I’ll be unable to distribute these until the

middle of April as we will be on holiday when
this Newsletter is available.

Can I please ask for your special prayers for
Sidonie at this time.  It is quite tough for her
at the moment and I know she is appreciative
of those who are praying for her.  I’ve known
Sidonie all of my life – we were in Sunday
School together and in the Youth Group to-
gether before we both got married and we lost
touch.  It was a delight to me when she re-
turned to HBC.  Sidonie has done an incredible
amount of work on various projects since re-
joining HBC but it is her style to do it quietly
and without fuss.  Sidonie needs our prayers at
the moment and I would ask you to remember
her and her family at this difficult time.

Parade services certainly take on a new look
each time they come around.  It was a real
treat to see the girls  ‘Dancing the message’
and also a delight to observe the interview
between Chris, Mandy and their ‘friend’.

 Thanks go to the ‘Parade Team’.

The Deacons receive prayer at our
Morning Service
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We can get all tied up when we try to do
something but it usually works out OK in the
end.  We had a physical team challenge at
Knitting our Hearts Together in February.  As
you can see from the picture, we were given
string to join together to get the longest piece
(I love these intellectual challenges!!).

It was great fun but unfortunately, our team
didn’t win.    We were also challenged with a
game of Mr & Mrs.  Mr & Mrs Steer and Mr &
Mrs Lamsdon were the contestants who had
‘agreed’ to be involved but there was a call for
a third couple on the night.  Julie and Jim
Partner volunteered and won hands down!  They
had been married the shortest time out of all

the contestants!  I’m not sure what that says!!
Thanks to Clinton and Chris Bacon for organis-
ing this.  We missed the first one but we were
very glad to be at the second.  When the next
one comes around – don’t miss it!

As Deacons, new and old, it was good to receive
the blessing of the Holy Spirit and I just want
to thank Anthony and the Barnabas Team for
enabling this to happen.   Whilst talking about
prayer.  I’m not one to ask for it because I
don’t have a specific reason.  However, on
Sunday morning – Shirley Davey ‘grabbed’ me as
I walked past and said “I want to pray for you”.
Shirley and Richard were on prayer duty on the
front row and they both prayed for me.  I
found it enriching and helpful.   Please don’t be
like me – even if you haven’t got a huge problem
- being prayed for is uplifting, take advantage
of those people who set aside their time to
pray with people on a Sunday morning.    Thank
you, Shirley and Richard.

Wendy

It's lovely to be perfect I've
done no wrong today,

Angels must be pleased with
me, whatever others say:

Not a nasty thought or word
has come across my mind,

'Cos I'm a special Christian,
the very holy kind.

I haven't lost my temper, and
nor have I complained,

My actions have been fault-
less, for nothing am I blamed:

I really love my neighbour, al-
though he doesn't know,

I even love my Ma in Law, and
I shall tell her so.

Today I've not been nasty or
grumpy with my wife,

No petty irritations have clut-
tered up my life:

Road rage, it has not touched
me, my manner kind and sweet,

Perfection is a lovely thing, it
makes my life complete.

Today I've not been greedy,
nor covetous, nor sly,

I have been most sensible and
no one can deny

That all the purest virtues of
sainthood have been mine,

My impeccability has made my
face to shine.

"A model of exactness", I hear
the angels say,

"He surely has been spotless
along the narrow way"

Here I am, a special man, a
halo round my head!

Be a different story though,
when I get out of bed.

Hazel Atkins

One Can But Dream
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Dear Friends,

Our society is fragmented.
Indeed, that’s true of life
generally today, in our
modern, Western type of
society.

But our society, our
capitalist, consumerist
society  has a response to
this. It is niche-marketing,
the branding of products and
targetting of consumers, and
the like. Whether it’s
entertainment, sport, leisure
activities, holidays, food and
drink, clothing, shopping,
socialising, and much else, it’s
all based on this. And so we
separate into groups of
people who are like us. They
might be like us in being the
same age, or people with the
same interests, appearance,
and so on; they are people we
identify with to a greater or
lesser degree.

But how does this affect
church? C. Peter Wagner
made a controversial thesis
some years back, as his
contribution to the question
of Church Growth, and what

helps it. He outlined a number
of factors, and
controversially, he added
that churches where people
are rather like each other
grow faster than churches
where there’s much greater
diversity.

Now the reason this is
controversial is easy enough
to see. Wagner is American,
and the examples he could
point to would show that all-
white churches, or all-black
churches tend to grow faster
than churches with a mixture
of races. The same is true of
all middle-class churches, or
all working-class churches, as
opposed to churches with a
wide range of social class and
the rest. Churches where
“everyone feels the same as
me” grow more easily than
churches where many people
are different, churches in
which you or I will struggle
because some of the people
are so different to us.

So the reason Wagner’s
thesis was so controversial is
that effectively he seems to
be saying that for the sake of
church growth, we should give
up on being a place where
“there is no Greek or Jew,
circumcised or
uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave or free, but
Christ is all, and is in all.”
(Colossians 3:11) Churches
where there is only Greek,
only Jew, only barbarian, only

Scythian, would grow faster
than such mixed churches.
But there is a vital snag with
this. This is the call of
Scripture, the call of the
gospel, the call of Jesus.
Talking of Jews and Gentiles,
the biggest difference of all
in the first churches, in
Ephesians 2:14, Paul says:
“Christ ... himself is our
peace, who made the two
one”, and he explicitly argues
against a Jews-only zone and
a Gentiles-only zone.

Fragmentation of society is
not such a new thing after all.
It just takes a different
form today. And we must
resist the temptation to
follow our society’s response.
But let us be honest: it is
going to get harder and
harder to do this. It would be
much easier to have churches
defined by niche marketing,
branding and targetting. And
it would be much easier to
define our brand, and
ruthlessly market it. Then we
would craft a church where
people were just like us, and
it could grow easily and
naturally, like any well-
designed club.

But it would fail to fulfil its
prime calling. Jesus said, “I
will build my church” and so
many Christians in so many
places keep forgetting that
it’s Jesus’ church, and we
keep trying to wrest control
of the church from him, and

Dear Friends



- 7 -

transform it into our image.

Here in Hinckley Baptist
Church, if we are honest, we
are well aware of the
pressures of fragmentation.
And in a demand-led society,
where consumers expect to
buy their preferences for all
they want, and see all their
needs and wants catered for
by maketing, branding and
targetting, it is so easy us,
here, to become a people who
define our place in church by
asking whether our demands
are being met – a demand-led
church. This is the world in
which we live, and becomes
second nature to all of us.
And the response of society
would be to redefine, rebrand
and niche-market our church.
It would suit some, perhaps
the largest fragment, and
everyone else would then
seek their preferred style
elsewhere, rather like
shoppers switching from one
store to another.

But we are not called to
conform Christ and his
church to our image, even to
the most popular preference
in our fellowship and
community. We are called to
conform ourselves to Christ.
And that means that our
church, here at Hinckley
Baptist must become a place
where everyone is helped to
grow in their faith in Christ.
Niche marketing, targetting
and rebranding are not the
way of Christ.

So what is Jesus’ answer to

our question? It is of course
his great commands:

. That
is his answer. Where Christ is
truly at work in our lives, his
love will become more evident.
And this love, Christ’s love, is
the only power strong enough
to bridge all these gaps, and
heal our fragmentations.

There is no short-cut to love
– no gizmo, no quick fix, no
start-up plan, no blue-sky
thinking, no dream, vision,

invention, proposal or
strategy that can ever
replace the way of Jesus
Christ. Not even the most
powerful experience of the
Holy Spirit, where we speak
with the tongues of angels,
not the deepest prophecy,
discernment, wisdom or
knowledge, not heroic poverty
or even martyrdom can be a
substitute for love: “without
love, I gain nothing” (1
Corinthians 13:1-3).

But Paul does not say, “Make
love your slogan!” he says
“Make love your aim!” (1
Corinthians 14:1: REB). This is
no use unless it is real.
“Knowledge puffs up, but love
builds up.” (1 Corinthians 8:1)
The solution for this is for
people in our church not
simply to love and care for
people in their fragment, but
to go beyond the zone of
people like them.

When I was a teenager 40
years ago, in my home church,
there was a row of ladies in
their 70s, 80s and 90s who
sat near the front (yes,
interesting as well!), and as a
teenager I was aware that
some of the changes
(introduction of the guitar,
drama and the like) were not
their ‘cup of tea’. But we knew
that they cared for us; they
were really rooting for us,
because they were so thrilled
to see a new generation of
youngsters being won for
Christ, and clearly moving
into a real, strong faith in
him.

That’s what we need. The love
of Christ, the desire to see
other people through the
eyes of Jesus. All ages, all
classes, all interests, all
types, transformed by Jesus
into being  people, people
loved by Christ, and whose
love for one another across
all these divisions is so
strong, you can feel it.

Your friend and Minister,

Anthony Thacker

But we are not
called to conform

Christ and his
church to our

 image, even to the
most popular

 preference in our
fellowship and

community. We are
called to conform

ourselves to Christ.
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Grandparents

� My young grandson called
the other day to wish me
Happy Birthday.  He asked
me how old I was, and I told
him, 62.   My grandson was
quiet for a moment, and
then he asked,"Did you
start at 1?"

� After putting her grandchil-
dren to bed, a grandmother
changed into old slacks and
a droopy blouse and pro-
ceeded to wash her hair.  As
she heard the children get-
ting more and more ram-
bunctious, her patience
grew thin. Finally, she threw
a towel around her head and
stormed into their room,
putting them back to bed
with stern warnings. As she
left the room, she heard the
three-year-old say with a
trembling voice, "Who was
THAT?"

� A grandmother was telling
her little granddaughter
what her own childhood was
like. "We used to skate out-
side on a pond.  I had a swing
made from a tyre; it hung
from a tree in our front
yard.  We rode our pony.
We picked wild raspberries
in the woods. "The little girl
was wide-eyed,taking this

all in.  At last she said, "I
sure wish I'd got to know
you sooner!"

� My grandson was visiting one
day when he asked, "Grand-
ma, do you know how you and
God are alike?" I mentally
polished my halo and I said,
"No, how are we alike?''
"You're both old," he replied.

� A little girl was diligently
pounding away on her grand-
father's word processor.
She told him she was writing
a story. "What's it about?"
he asked. "I don't know,"
she replied. "I can't read."

� When my grandson asked me
how old I was, I teasingly
replied, "I'm not sure."
"Look in your underwear,
Grandpa," he advised  "Mine
says I'm 4 to 6."

� A second grader came home
from school and said to her
grandmother, "Grandma,
guess what? We learned how
to make babies today." The
grandmother, more than a
little surprised, tried to
keep her cool. "That’s inter-
esting." she said.  "How do
you make babies?" "It's sim-
ple," replied the girl. "You
just change 'y' to 'i' and
add 'es'."

� Children's Logic: "Give me a
sentence about a public
servant," said a teacher.
The small boy wrote:  "The
fireman came down the lad-
der pregnant."   The teacher
took the lad aside to correct
him. "Don't you know what
pregnant means?" she asked.
"Sure," said the young boy
confidently. It means carry-
ing a child."

� A 6-year-old was asked
where his grandma lived.
"Oh," he said, "she lives at
the airport, and when we
want her, we just go get her.
Then, when we're done hav-
ing her visit, we take her
back to the airport."

� My Grandparents are funny,
when they bend over, you
hear gas leaks and they
blame their dog.

Give God what's right, not what's left.

Are you wrinkled with burden, come to church for a faith left.

A lot of kneeling will leave you in good standing.

Don't wait for six strong men to take you to church.

Plan ahead, it wasn't raining when Noah built the ark.>
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The Pathways Centre will
have been open for 3 years on
5th April, so we took the op-
portunity to celebrate on the
Thursday, 31st March with an
open day which included a
cake and drink free giveaway!
At the time of writing we had
not reached that date so I’m
assuming it happened and all
went well!  Big thanks for the
Marketing Team who adver-
tised it and especially Ian and
Ros Arnold who did a leaflet
drop prior to the event.

During March we welcomed
Patrick Byrne as our new cook
in the café on a Wednesday
and Thursday.  Patrick previ-
ously worked in the Children’s
Centre on Granville Gardens
as Catering Manager for 10
years.  Unfortunately his job
was a victim of government
cut backs, this worked to our
advantage as he now splits his
time working for us and Asda.
Patrick is an excellent cook
and enjoys cooking cakes and
pastries and we enjoy eating
them!  There is a ‘special’ on
each week now so please

come along and sample his
great cooking on a Wednes-
day or a Thursday.  The re-
ports we have from our
customers are very compli-
mentary!  The café itself of-
fers great opportunities for
people to meet and build re-
lationships with people.  If
you are around on a Wednes-
day or Thursday please take
up this chance to get to know
new people and maybe, upon
the Spirit’s leading, share a
little of your faith.

As the Christian faith is
downplayed by some in socie-
ty who think faith is best
kept private or are scared of
appearing to discriminate,
never has there been a
greater need churches to
help build relationships with-
in society.  The Centre is
placed here as part of HBC
serve and respond to the
needs of our community.  The
centre is always evolving and
we must ensure we seek to
adapt to the changing needs
around us.  As we do that we
try to be distinctive in our
faith and Christ like in our
actions in order to be King-
dom building people.

Grasping new opportunities
and looking for ways to en-
gage with current user
groups are always on our
mind and one such opportuni-
ty is mentoring.  The Prince’s

Trust have been working
within the church for a cou-
ple of years and we are well
placed to start help them
with their Mentoring scheme.
Clinton has built up a good
relationship with Steve (the
team leader) and the young
people from current team
programme and at the end of
this programme we should be
taking on some mentoring
with them.  (Steve leaves for
a year’s travelling round New
Zealand so please pray that
the Prince’s Trust will find
someone to replace him)  As a
church we want to engage
with people who have no con-
tact with Christians and this
is an ideal opportunity.
Through a desire to see lives
transformed, the mentoring
programme will offer these
young people a helping hand
as they to overcome difficul-
ties such as a record of of-
fending, a life spent in care,
long-term unemployment,
having no qualifications, poor
basic skills or little confi-
dence.  I am convinced these
are the type of people that
Jesus, if he was a member of
our church, would be working
amongst giving hope where
there is very little.  Could
this be something you are
interested in doing?  Please
speak to Clinton or myself if
you feel it could be.

Sue

Pathways Report
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We where soon on our way travelling down to
Cheltenham and as usual craning our necks to
spot an Eddie Stobbart lorry but it seems to
get harder each trip away, I wonder why!

Painswick House was built in the 1730’s and
owned by an asthma suffer Charles Hyett who
wanted to get away from the smog of Glouces-
ter and re named the house Beunos Ayres but
unfortunately died just after the house was
built and so it was his son Benjamin that creat-
ed the garden behind the house in the valley.

The period between 1720-1760 was known as
the Rococo due to the frivolous nature of
gardens and their use for garden parties,
hence its name today.

A descendant of Charles Hyett Lord Dickinson
began the long process of re establishing the
gardens and in 1988 handed the control over to
the Painswick Rococo Garden Trust along with
a long lease of the garden to the trust.

After replenishing ourselves with coffee and
homemade cakes we started a wonderful walk
around the gardens, luckily with plenty of
stops offs for those needing a little rest and
to absorb the glorious views. (Lots of dodgy
knees I think!)

As you went through the gate into the top of
the garden you were met by a patchwork of
miniature Cyclamen and then below you there

are thousands of Galanthus or to the lay man
snowdrops, large ones doubles ones and giants.
With rest it takes a couple of hours to mean-
der around and it was lovely just to sit in the
sun watching the world go by as many did.

Anne, Jenny and I spotted Anthony in the
anniversary maze which was planted in 2000 to
celebrate the 250th birthday of the garden
with three goals to reach and so set ourselves
a challenge, with much hilarity we did managed

Having watched Country File and got the week’s weather  it
seems Tuesday was the best day to be going to look at

snowdrops. We were not disappointed, I’ve always enjoyed
scrapping off the ice from the car in the early morning with the
sun slowly rising and that’s what I did on that particular morning
knowing it was the going to be a beautiful day.

XYZ’s Trip to Painswick Rococo Gardens
Tuesday 8th February 2011

Anthony Finds the Centre
 of the  Anniversary Maze
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all three goals (you may be
surprised) and a lot of walking
back on ourselves due to the
dead ends! We then descended
a gentle incline to see the view
across the county have a rest
and put the world to rights,
well almost!

Around the garden there are
several statue’s and small
buildings, the Red House being
used for weddings, the Eagle
house because of its view
across the gardens, a plunge
pool not for the faint hearted
and the statue of Pan, God of
Love stands guarding the en-
trance.

So after a light lunch it was
back on the coach for a short
journey and for some forty
winks before we stopped off
at a Webbs garden centre to
meander around and have the
much needed cup of tea before
the journey home which was
uneventful as traffic flowed
smoothly for once along the
m5/ m6 .

A wonderful day was had by all
with lots of lovely memories
and so it’s just to say thanks to
Roy for arranging another en-
joyable trip.

Claire

Boy’s Brigade say Goodbye to Jenny Dexter.

On Wednesday 16th February, the Boy’s
Brigade and Girl’s Brigade Leader’s and part-
ners all joined together at the Heathcote
Arms in Croft for a game of skittles, food,
and fellowship. It was a good turnout, and
the competition was on.

Jenny decided on the rules (Ladies got an
extra point for knocking down the middle
skittle) and Mick Clews began, not competi-
tive, but he started with 20 squat thrusts,

but not all the skittles went down. Actually
the ladies in general scored higher than the
men. Dave Jordan was warming his muscles by
the heater most of the night, (or he could
just have been cold). Zac’s turn came and
everyone moved well out of the way, with
good reason as the cheese thundered into the
back wall, rebounded, and took out some of
the skittles. No-one got a full strike. It was
a fun evening, and we had good food, Faggots,
Sausages, Chips, and curry washed down with
lots of Beer, and soft drinks. After the food
the game got harder as we couldn’t bend to
play. I’m not sure of the scores but Jenny
Dexter’s team won and Mick Presented Jenny
with Flowers and card, she did say you never
know after I’ve had a break I might come
back, she reminisced how much she had en-
joyed her time with all the boys and Mick
thanked her for all her years of dedication.
Have a good break Jenny you deserve it.

Jenny Jordan
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The Garden of Daily Living

"Excuse me, Sir."

"Is that you again, Moses?"

"I'm afraid it is, Sir."

"What is it this time, Moses;
more computer problems?"

"How did you guess?"

"I don't have to guess, Moses.
Remember ?"

"Oh, yes; I forgot."

"Tell me what you want, Moses."

"But you already know, Sir. Re-
member?"

"Moses!"

"Sorry, Sir."

"Well, go ahead, Moses; spit it
out."

"Well, I have a question, Sir.
You know those ten 'things'
you sent me via e-mail?"

"You mean the Ten Command-
ments, Moses?"

"That's it.  I was wondering if
they are important."

Moses and the Lord

Plant three rows of Peas:

1. Peas of mind

2. Peas of heart

3. Peas of soul

Plant four rows of Squash:

1. Squash gossip

2. Squash indifference

3. Squash grumbling

4. Squash selfishness

Plant four rows of Lettuce:

1. Lettuce be faithful

2. Lettuce be kind

3. Lettuce be patient

4. Lettuce really love one another

Plant three rows of Turnips:

1. Turnip for meetings

2. Turnip for worship services

3. Turnip to help one another

And last but not least, plant three rows of
Thyme:

1. Thyme for each other

2. Thyme for family

3. Thyme for friends

Water freely with much patience and cultivate
with huge amounts of love.

You reap what you sow.   Sow as above and
there will be much fruit in your garden.

David Eves
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"What do you mean if they are
important,' Moses?  Of
course, they are important.

Otherwise, I would not have
sent them to you."

"Well, sorry, Sir, but I lost
them. I could say the dog ate
them; but, of course, you
would see right through that."

"What do you mean you lost
them?  Are you trying to tell
me you didn't save them, Mo-
ses?"

"No, Sir; I forgot."

"You should always save, Mo-
ses."

"Yes, I know. You told me that
before.   I was going to save
them, but I forgot. I did for-
ward them to some people be-
fore I lost them though."

"And did you hear back from
any of them?"

"You already know I did.
There was the one guy who
said he never uses 'shalt not.'
May he change the words a
little bit?"

"Yes, Moses, as long as he does
not change the meaning."

"And what about the guy who
thought your stance was a lit-
tle harsh, and recommended
calling them the 'Ten Sugges-
tions,' or letting people pick
one or two to try for a while?"

"Moses, I will act as if I did
not hear that."

"I think that means 'no.'  Well,
what about the guy who said I
was scamming him?"

"I think the term is 'spam-
ming,' Moses."

"Oh, yes.   I emailed him back
and told him I don't even eat
that stuff, and I have no idea
how you can send it to someone
through a computer."

"And what did he say?"

"You know what he said.  He
used Your name in vain.  You
don't think he might have sent
me one of those -- err --
plagues, and that's the reason
I lost those ten 'things', do
you?"

"They are not plagues; they are
called 'viruses,' Moses."

"Whatever!  This computer
stuff is just too much for me.
Can we go back to those stone
tablets?  It was hard on my
back taking them out and read-
ing them each day, but at least
I never lost them."

"We will do it the new way,
Moses; using computers!!"

"I was afraid you would say
that, Sir."

"Moses, what did I tell you to
do if you messed up?"

"You told me to hold up this rat
and point it toward the compu-
ter."

"It's a mouse, Moses, not a rat.
Mouse!  Mouse!

And did you do that?"

"No, I decided to try calling
technical support first.   After
all, who knows more about this
stuff than you?   And I really
like your hours.  By the way,
Sir, did Noah have two of
these mice on the ark?"

"No, Moses."

"One other thing.  Why did you
not name them 'frogs' instead
of 'mice,' because did you not
tell me the thing they sit on is
a pad?"

"I did not name them, Moses.
Man did, and you can call yours
a frog if you want to."

"Oh, that explains it.  I bet
some woman told Adam to call
it a mouse.  After all, was it
not a woman who named one of
the computers 'Apple?'"

"Say good night, Moses."

"Wait a minute, Sir.  I am
pointing the mouse, and it
seems to be working.  Yes, a
couple of the ten 'things' have
come back."

"Which ones are they, Moses?"

"Let me see.

'Thou shalt not steal from any
grave an image' and

'Thou shalt not uncover Thy
neighbour's wife.'"

"Turn the computer off, Mo-
ses.

I'm sending you another set of
stone tablets
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students are difficult but
sometimes the exercises test
our own knowledge.  But – we
are all learning and that’s im-
portant.

A new venture this year has
been Photoshop and a particu-
lar project called ‘Spherize’.
As you will see from the pic-
ture below (unfortunately
black and white but in full col-
our on the Website) students
work with Photoshop to crop
the pictures and fit each one
into a frame and then ‘cut’ out
the sphere and ‘float’ it in the
sky with a reflection under it.
Very exciting.    You can see
how happy this group of stu-
dents is.

Don’t be put off if you want to
volunteer as a tutor or enrol

as a student as we cover just
about everything from learn-
ing to control the mouse to
projects which include Power-
Point.

You will see a picture above of
a ballerina.  This is one of our
students probably taken
around 1945 (she is 88 now).
Look closely – I’m sure some of
you will remember her.   Moni-
ca (Mason as she was) is a
wonderful student and very
determined to master the new
technology.  She has many tal-
ents besides dancing and one
of them is writing poetry.  I
reproduce here one of her po-

ems which she wrote to dis-
courage young people from
taking drugs.

Learning Wisdom

“Will you walk into my parlour?”
Said the spider to the fly.
“You will find it’s simply ‘super’
And its comforts make you
sigh”

Like that small unthinking spi-
der
Once to evil you succumb
You’ll be caught within its web
And nowhere can you run

Don’t succumb to drugs – their
evil
‘Feel good’ factors do not last
Drugs destroy your mental
powers
It’s been proven in the past

Just like Eve, who tempted
Adam,
Tasting fruit upon life’s tree
Know that ‘Pushers’ are the
serpents
When you fall, they’re full of
glee

Please be careful, think more
wisely
‘ere you try drugs ‘for a lark’
Some ‘trips’ can be terrifying
Flames can kindle from a spark

Monica Gibson - 2002

Computer Club

It’s been a little while since we’ve updated you on
what’s happening at the Computer Club.    We are
still going strong and we are so grateful to all of
our tutors who freely give their time and energy
to this rewarding, but sometimes challenging
work.  I use the word challenging not because the
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Kosova and Albania - Prayer Request

We are due back in Kosova and
Albania from May the 6th ‘till
May the 13th and would ear-
nestly request your prayers
for the work we will be under-
taking whilst out there. Please
pray for the following.

1. For a good spirit of unity
amongst all those on the
team and the churches in
Kosova and Albania,
Psa 133.

2. For safe travelling ar-
rangements by air and road
as the roads are not par-
ticularly brilliant and they
are still issues with undis-
covered land mines in plac-
es,
Acts ch 15 vs 25,26.

3. Please pray for the
churches we work with in
Gjakova and Bajram-curri
to continue their growth in
faith and in numbers. Both
have more than doubled in
numbers in the last 12
months,
Acts ch 16 vs 5.

4. Please pray for the new
homes being built on the
Roma Gypsy site at Gjako-
va in Kosova , for a fair and
just allocation of these
houses, particularly for
Suzanna and her family,
Deut ch 16 vs 19,20

5. For God's anointing to be
upon Ray and myself for
any preaching or teaching
work that we may under-
take whilst in Kosova and
Albania,
Luke ch 4 vs 18,19.

6. For God's blessing upon
John our helper and any-
one else who joins us for
the mission. Please pray
for them to have open
hearts to God's work.

7. That we use our time in
Kosova and Albania wisely
to finish the work God has
for us to do. IE, repair
work to the outside walls
of the new church building
in Barjam-Curri, work on
the upper room in a house
in the village of Mullich
which the church has
started using again, and
for clearing the land at
Zana's house with a view
to building a new home for
her and her family at some
stage in the future,
Psa 127 vs 1.

8. And finally for God's
blessing and protection on
the outreach of Victory
Church in Mullich where
they has been opposition
from Muslim village elders
in the past including death
threats,
Acts ch 14 vs 21, 22.

Thank you

Richard

STOP PRESS -  A NAPPY EVENT

News to the Church family of a “Nappy Event”

Matt and Rachel Dexter expect a baby
 mid August.

Wonderful news, great blessings,
a gift from God

Love Jenny and Paul

Matt.dexter@mac.com
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1. In the first book of the bible, Guinness, God
got tired of creating the world so he took the
sabbath off.

2. Adam and Eve were created from an Apple
tree. Noah's wife was called Joan of Ark. Noah
built an ark and the animals came on in pears.

3. Lots wife was a pillar of salt during the day
but a ball of fire during the night.

4. The Jews were a proud people and through-
out history they had trouble with unsympa-
thetic Genitals.

5. Sampson was a strongman who let himself be
led astray by a Jezebel like Delilah.

6. Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe
of the Apostles.

7. Moses led the Jews to the Red sea where
they made unleavened bread which is bread
without any ingredients.

8. The Egyptians were all drowned in the des-
sert, Afterwards, Moses went up to Mount
Cyanide to get the ten amendments.

9. The first commandment was when Eve told
Adam to eat the apple.

10. The seventh Commandment is thou shalt
not admit adultery.

11. Moses died before he ever reached Canada
then Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle of

Geritol.

12. The greates miricle
in the bible is when
Joshua told his son to
stand still and he obeyed
him.

13. David was a He-
brew king who was
skilled at playing the liar.  He fought the Fin-
kelsteins, a race of people who lived in bibical
times.

14. Solomon, one of Davids sons, had 300 wives
and 700 porcupines.

15. When Mary heard she was the mother of
Jesus, she sang the Magna Carta.

16. When the three wise guys from the east
side arrived,they found Jesus in the manager.

17. Jesus was born because Mary had an im-
maculate contraption,

18. St. John the blacksmith dumped water on
his head.

19. Jesus enunciated the Golden Rule, which
says to do unto others before they do one to
you.  He also explained, a man doth not live by
sweat alone.

20. It was a miricle when Jesus rose from the
dead and managed to get the tombstone off
the entrance.

21. The people who followed the lord were
called the 12 decibels.

22. The epistels were the wives of the apostals.

23. One of the oppossums was St. Matthew who
was also a taximan.

24. St. Paul cavorted to Christianity, he
preached holy acrimony, which is another name
for marraige.

25. Jews and Christians have only one spouse.
This is called monotony

Sue

Sunday school test Kids were asked questions about the old and new
testaments.
The following statements about the bible were written by children.

They have not been retouched or corrected (i.e., incorrect spelling has
been left in).

Answers from a Sunday School Test
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Israel, The other side of the story
Part 3

From 1948 on, relations be-
tween the Israeli state and its
Arab neighbours remained
tense and in 1967 they flared
into open war again. The ac-
cepted view is that the Arab
states surrounding Israel de-
termined to try to “correct”
the events of 1948 with a mili-
tary invasion, and that Israel
survived miraculously. It is
true that in the 50s & 60s
Palestinian nationalism had a
fertile breeding ground in the
refugee camps, and this led to
the rise of Al Fatah and the
PLO and an “armed struggle”
against Israel. It is also true
that there were a great many
provocations by both sides in
the years preceding the 1967
“6 day war”. The Israeli histo-
rian, Ilan Pappe, asserts that
recently released government
records show that, right from
1948 on, the Israeli govern-
ment elite put plans in place to
seize more of the land they
called “Greater Israel” should
the opportunity occur. Exactly
how the ’67 war did start is
outside the scope of these
articles. Suffice it to say that

Israel did survive, miraculous-
ly or otherwise, and seized the
opportunity to expand and oc-
cupy yet more Palestinian land.

From their point of view, this
was great, they now had the
majority of the land they cov-
eted but with it they inherited
a big problem: the three mil-
lion Palestinians that lived
there! In 1948 they had solved
the problem very simply by
rounding up and driving out
the indigenous population. In
1948 they had the advantage
of a moderately lengthy war, a
fairly sympathetic interna-
tional view of their cause, and
much less media coverage of
their actions but in 1967, they
were almost too successful in
defeating the Arab armies
sent against them in just 6
days! That was much too short
a time to orchestrate a mass
movement of population under
the scrutiny of a much more
aware international communi-
ty.

Zionist dogma holds that the
Israeli state must be both
democratic and majority Jew-
ish. The two were (and still
are) inseparable in Zionist
eyes. You simply can’t have a
democratic Israeli state with
a large minority non Jewish
population. Thus absorbing the
Palestinians into Israel was
not an option, neither was ex-
pelling them. What the Zionist
leadership did instead was to
leave them in a stateless lim-

bo.  There are a relatively
small number of Israeli Arabs
but most of the non Jewish
population live under military
occupation, or in the open pris-
on of Gaza, or in refugee
camps. Although they abso-
lutely control them from out-
side, Israel has “pulled out of”
much of the occupied territo-
ries, making them “self gov-
erning”. As they are “not part
of Israel” their citizens are
not Israelis, so they don’t need
to be given the vote. Israel can
still be a “democracy” whilst
disenfranchising around three
million of the citizens it en-
forces control over! The Pales-
tinian areas are divided up by
the security wall and fences,
and Israeli only roads into non
viable units that don’t have the
communications and infra-
structure for economic viabili-
ty.  The Gaza Strip, for
instance, has a sea coast but
no ports. All Palestinian pro-
duce goes through Israeli
ports.

Oppression continues, in 1982
so called “Christian” militias
entered the Sabra and Shatila
refugee camps in Lebanon and
committed massacres. Soo
Ange in her talk “The wounds
of Gaza” wrongly attributes
these attacks directly to the
Israelis but they were cer-
tainly connived at by the IDF,
who formed a perimeter, and
lit up the camps with illumina-
tion rounds. Story after story
emerges of Palestinians sub-
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jected to every kind of indigni-
ty at the hands of the Jewish
authorities. Even when at-
tacked by illegal settlers Pal-
estinians can expect no help
from the IDF who will routine-
ly side with and protect the
settlers, if the Palestinians
try to defend themselves.

Most recently, we have all
seen the attack by IDF com-
mandos on the Turkish flotilla
that tried to run the blockage
of Gaza. Of course Palestinian
terrorism gets massive public-
ity too and the violence must
be condemned but in condemn-
ing it, it is impossible to en-
dorse the Israeli response.
Having driven the Palestinians
to suicidal tactics in the first
place, Israel now adopts the
policy of destroying the homes
of the families of any Palestin-
ian committing a terrorist act.
I have followed reporting on
the conflict for a very long
time, and over years young Is-
raeli attitudes have always
come across as “I want to join
the IDF or fly an F16 and fight
the Arabs.” When I first
started taking an interest, the
typical young Palestinians wish
was “to be able to go home”.
“home” being the house to
which they still hold the keys,
and title deeds but which is
presently occupied by a Jewish
family. Now, I see pre teen
children reported, saying
things like “one day I will have
my father’s Kalashnikov and
fight the Israelis.” How can it
make Israel more secure to
have driven a population to su-
icide bombing and teaching

their children hate in, junior
school?

The Palestinians refer to 1948
as the “nakba”, the catastro-
phe. Since then, the keynote
principal of their negotiations
with the Israeli state has
been for the “right of return”
to the homes they were
forced out of. When they
were evicted in 1948, many of
them took with them what val-
uables they could carry, and
important legal documents,
like the title deeds to their
house, locked the door and
moved a place (they hoped) of
safety, with every intention of
returning once the fighting
was over. They have never
been allowed to do so. Many
still carry the door key as a
symbol of the right of return.

As I noted at the beginning of
this article, in 1967 Israel
took more land in the Six Day
War. All the references to
“land for peace” in the horribly
misnamed “Peace Process” re-
fer to these territories. Isra-
el absolutely refuses to
discuss 1948 but for the Pal-
estinians (at least, those who
are still alive and have long
memories) it is all about 1948.
They refer to 1967 merely as
“the setback”.

Herein lies the problem for
today. This is why the “Peace
Process” is going nowhere. The
two sides are talking about
essentially different things.
There is no common ground!
How can there be agreement?
As more and more young Pales-
tinians grow up with no con-

cept of a home to which they
might one day return and set-
tle their grievances with the
Jewish state, the prospects
for a settlement grow less and
less. As more and more young
Palestinians grow up knowing
only life in an open prison or a
refugee camp, or overlooked
by aggressive settlers backed
by the IDF, hatred of Israel
will grow greater. We are al-
most at the end of the gener-
ation that can remember 1948
and with their passing will pass
much of the hope for peace.

The world at large wants a
negotiated settlement but
there is no benefit for the
Palestinians in the peace proc-
ess when their key demand,
core of what they are  negoti-
ating for, is one of Israel’s non
negotiables! Time after time,
one international body or an-
other tries to “kick start” the
negotiations and the Palestini-
ans, unwilling to be negotiated
into an open prison, commit
some violent act to forestall
things. They are condemned
for it, the Israelis harden
their position and threaten to
build more illegal settlements
on Palestinian land and still
claim the God has given them
the land, even though, for the
most part, the people in power
do not worship Him! This is
Israel, the modern secular
state in the Middle East! Does
any of this sound like Israel,
the New Testament People of
God?

So, where does that leave us?
I have dealt so far with the

http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/shop/talks/years/2010
http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/shop/talks/years/2008
http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/shop/talks/details/GB10-25
http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/shop/talks/details/GB10-82
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current secular Israeli state,
not Israel, the People of God
in the Bible. I do not believe
that they are one and the
same thing and I have tried to
show that the modern Israeli
state has in no way lived up to
being that “People of God”. In
doing so, in no way do I limit
God’s ability to work in and
through the most appalling sit-
uations. Nor do I condemn all
Israelis. The situation has
thrown up people of the most
enormous good will and cour-
age on both sides. A quick

trawl through the speakers at
recent Greenbelt Festivals
will quickly turn up some of
them, like Yehuda Shaul an ex
IDF soldier, now working for
peace. Emphatically, I am not
an apologist for Palestinian vi-
olence. I understand the rea-
sons for it and I’m unsurprised
by it, considering the provoca-
tion but it has to be con-
demned. Given its existence, I
do not dispute the Israeli
state’s right to defend itself
but I utterly condemn its use
of violence and oppression as a

political tool of state as much
as the protection of its popula-
tion. None of this has yet
touched on the core of the
religious Zionist agenda and
how that impacts on Christian
support for Zionism. In my fi-
nal article I will try to bring
this full circle back to what
this all means for a Christian
with a heart for the People of
God

To be continued…

Resources:
Zion’s Christian Soldiers - Stephen Sizer - ISBN 978-1-84474-214-1

The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine - Ilan Pappe - ISBN 978-1-85168-555-4

The uprooting of a nation, what really happened in ’48 in Palestine Ilan Pappe - GB10-24 availa-
ble from http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/shop/talks/years/2010

God is not racist - Jonathan Kuttab - GB08-38 available from
http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/shop/talks/years/2008

1967 & Beyond - Ilan Pappe -  GB10-25 available from
http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/shop/talks/details/GB10-25

The Wounds of Gaza - Swee Ang - GB10-82

http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/shop/talks/details/GB10-82

I have copies of all the above resources if anyone would like to borrow them.

Nigel

Chris Bacon gave me this clipping from our local
paper of the Hinckley Baptist Football Team
taken in 1947. The text goes on to say that for
forty years Hinckley Baptist FC was one of the
most successful teams in the area.

Some older readers will remember Eric Swain
(back row - right) who was their manager and
Ernie Mills (middle row - left).

Anyone else have any old photos? - Ed

http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/shop/talks/years/2010
http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/shop/talks/years/2008
http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/shop/talks/details/GB10-25
http://www.greenbelt.org.uk/shop/talks/details/GB10-82
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Ken and Shirley’s Puzzles of the Month

Don’t forget - You can download a full colour version of this
Newsletter , and previous versions, from our web site.

www.hinckleybaptist.com

X R P R A G E N I V V E

D N R I S E N O T S C Z

Y S W V A G A N O M I S

A E A H T A M I R A N Z

B T N M R W E N L R M K

X A C R O S S T O Y T C

C L R D B H H H X M T L

R I F A E K T H Y A H B

U P V N B M E O P G I T

C S E F J B G U Q D E F

I U C A L V A R Y A V W

F I V L F P Z S J L E O

I T E R H C L U P E S N

X N R S H I V A C N H I

I O X C A X P E T E R K

O P G N G X P A Q T Z S

N O I T C E R R U S E R

An Easter Wordsearch

ARIMATHAEA NAILS SIMON

BARABBAS NINTH HOUR STONE

CALVARY PETER THIEVES

CROSS PONTIUS PILATE THOMAS

CRUCIFIXION RESURRECTION THORNS

GETHSEMANE RISEN VINEGAR

MARY MAGDALENE SEPULCHRE


