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NEWSLETTER

Dear Friends,

I think I understated 
how special the 
service was, on 
Sunday evening, 27 
April. It was unique 
in my experience of 
28 years of ministry. 
A fantastic event.

The top leaders of 
our borough, and of 
our county police 
service were all 
there. Not that this 
was like a civic 

service, where such people gather for 
ceremonial significance. They were here to say 
something very clear and specific: to welcome 
and encourage the launch of Street Pastors with 
its potential to change Hinckley. And they 
strongly support it.

Matt Baggot, Chief Constable of Leicestershire 
Police was the keynote speaker, and took us 
back to the 1860s, when there was a slump in 
crime across the nation. One major reason: 
Christians got back out on the streets and 
reclaimed the streets. Street Pastors provide a 
very 21st century way of spreading hope, and 
reducing fear and crime today. He pointed out 
how the introduction of Street Pastors in crime 
black spots in London, was having the best 
impact even in relation to the problems there of 
gun and knife crime.

Nor were the leaders of the council and town 
centre businesses any less full in their praise, 
hopes and expectations. To come to church and 
be told by the leaders of our community that 
they want to see Christians in action, and they 
believe that we can make a significant difference 
in this partnership with the council and the police 
was very special.

The first Hinckley Street Pastors were 
commissioned on 27 April, and first walkabouts 
are set for the night of 2-3 May.

Let me add 
something to 
this. One factor 
which led to 
Christians 
getting out into 

the community and making such a difference in 
the 1860s was that this was the practical impact 
of the 1859 prayer revival. Prayer. It changed 
Christians, and it changed Britain then: prayer 
leading to action; real, engaged, prayer. And 
every experience of the work of the Street 
Pastors has shown that the work on the streets 
by the Street Pastors is only the tip of the 
iceberg. Those who pray for us are so vital, and 
those who provide simple support in providing 
hot drinks and biscuits for the Teams.

Let me be honest about this. I feel both daunted 
and excited about the prospect of being 
regularly on the streets (typically, on Fridays, 
from around 11pm to 3am), and I and all the 
team very much desire your prayers. 

Hinckley Street Pastors � Commissioned 27th April

Some people in HBC and other churches have 
already started talking about possibly being in 
the next set of people to be trained (probably 
early 2009). Whether that�s right for you or not, 
we will need people who will pray for us 
regularly and in a focussed way. If you want to 
play a part in hands-on support in any of these 
ways, either let me know, or contact directly our 
Co-ordinators Jane Neale and Captain Syd 
Henderson at the St Francis Centre.

Your friend and Minister

Anthony Thacker
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FROM THE SECRETARY�S DESK

I�m glad to be of service in preparing this 
Newsletter but very sad at the circumstances 
which cause me to do it.   Please keep Brian, 
Anne and the family in your prayers.

It seems a long time since our last Newsletter 
which was issue 38 (January/February) and an 
awful lot has happened since then.  I am not 
going to try and backtrack over all that period 
suffice to say it has been a challenging and 
exciting time with great sadness too.   We 
cannot look back over recent weeks without 
bringing Thelma, Brian and the all the family to 
mind.   Thelma taught me in Sunday School in 
the days when we all sat in rows (girls on one 
side and boys on the other).  My main aim on 
arriving was to secure a seat next to Thelma so 
that I could listen to her singing � such a 
beautiful voice.  I have never been able to sing 
well (although I do make a joyful noise!), and 
consequently I have always been fascinated and 
in awe of those who possess this gift.  So with 
Thelma being my Sunday School teacher and 
Brian being my �Superintendent� when I first 
started teaching, both have a specific place in 
my heart.  

Some of the items for this Newsletter have been 
waiting to be published for some time now so, 
technically, they are not news but never-the-less 
very important.   Linda and Roger Copeland 
have experienced much excitement along with 
sadness at the loss of Linda�s father.  The 

�Copelands� have had all the events which touch 
people�s lives in a very short space of time with 
the birth of Millie-Mae (Jeanette and Dan�s first 
child), the engagement of Carolyn and Dale and 
the wedding of Andrew and Claire.   

I�m not going to comment on the opening of 
Pathways as this will be expertly covered in 
Sue�s contribution.  However, as we were 
preparing for this very exciting event I was 
pondering upon all the changes that have taken 
place over the last 20 years or so and this 
prompted me to search out the Annual Report 
for 1988.  I was really interested to read the 
entry for the Fabric Report (Facilities as it is 
known now).  Here�s an extract:

�The Creche has been redecorated with the help 
of Leicestershire Community Service with plans 
to extend the redecorations to the �lounge� ,�the 
railings down Baptist Walk� and the �front doors� 
of the church.  Plans are being considered to re-
tarmac the forecourt when finances permit.�  

The other �bit� I found most interesting was that 
plans were underfoot to provide a hot water 
supply! See we have made progress!   The 
other interesting aspect was finance � we had a 
turnover of �32,000 and a Thank Offering of 
�3,730.  It struck me that the Thank Offering 
was a huge amount compared with the annual 
turnover figure.  

Whilst still on the subject of �history�, I have 
received a lovely letter from Mary Mills (Mavis�s 
sister-in-law).  When I first started work (age 15) 
the director of the Company was Mr Ken Mason 
and Mary (his daughter) worked in one of the 
offices, although I never connected the two 
together until I received Mary�s letter!   Mary has 
given me a potted history of her and John�s lives 
and I have reproduced this at the end of the 
Newsletter as many of us remember them.  
John, who died recently, was Mavis�s brother.

What have XYZ been up to?   Well, we had a 
super trip to Hopton Hall in February, the chilly 
weather and the mist didn�t mar our enjoyment 
of the day.  Most recently we tripped off to Paris 
for 3 days on Eurostar!  We had a great time, 
expertly organised by Dorothy.  Many thanks go 
to Dorothy for the many hours she spent making 
sure we all had a good time.  As I�ve written 
quite a lot this time, I�ll try and persuade another 
member of XYZ to give a fuller report for the 
June Newsletter.  However, for now there�s a 
couple of pictures on the next page to whet your 
appetite.
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