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Dear Friends,

| think | understated
how special the
service was, on
Sunday evening, 27
April. It was unique
in my experience of
28 years of ministry.
A fantastic event.

The top leaders of
our borough, and of
our county police
service were all
there. Not that this
was like a civic
service, where such people gather for
ceremonial significance. They were here to say
something very clear and specific: to welcome
and encourage the launch of Street Pastors with
its potential to change Hinckley. And they
strongly support it.

Matt Baggot, Chief Constable of Leicestershire
Police was the keynote speaker, and took us
back to the 1860s, when there was a slump in
crime across the nation. One major reason:
Christians got back out on the streets and
reclaimed the streets. Street Pastors provide a
very 21% century way of spreading hope, and
reducing fear and crime today. He pointed out
how the introduction of Street Pastors in crime
black spots in London, was having the best
impact even in relation to the problems there of
gun and knife crime.

Nor were the leaders of the council and town
centre businesses any less full in their praise,
hopes and expectations. To come to church and
be told by the leaders of our community that
they want to see Christians in action, and they
believe that we can make a significant difference
in this partnership with the council and the police
was very special.

The first Hinckley Street Pastors were
commissioned on 27 April, and first walkabouts
are set for the night of 2-3 May.

Let me add
something to
this. One factor
which led to
Christians

getting out into

the community and making such a difference in
the 1860s was that this was the practical impact
of the 1859 prayer revival. Prayer. It changed
Christians, and it changed Britain then: prayer
leading to action; real, engaged, prayer. And
every experience of the work of the Street
Pastors has shown that the work on the streets
by the Street Pastors is only the tip of the
iceberg. Those who pray for us are so vital, and
those who provide simple support in providing
hot drinks and biscuits for the Teams.

Let me be honest about this. | feel both daunted
and excited about the prospect of being
regularly on the streets (typically, on Fridays,
from around 11pm to 3am), and | and all the
team very much desire your prayers.

Hinckley Street Pastors — Commissioned 27" April

Some people in HBC and other churches have
already started talking about possibly being in
the next set of people to be trained (probably
early 2009). Whether that’s right for you or not,
we will need people who will pray for us
regularly and in a focussed way. If you want to
play a part in hands-on support in any of these
ways, either let me know, or contact directly our
Co-ordinators Jane Neale and Captain Syd
Henderson at the St Francis Centre.

Your friend and Minister

Anthony Thacker
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